series of unsuccessful conventions held in an effort to s3t up a dual 


| for the STFU and means an end to Henderson’ s. cdmpaler in the cotton fields. 


present at a conference here caolled by Henderson, Sunday, April 2, walked 
Out of the convention hall. The delegates peSonedes to the offices of 
_ the STFU. where Oe: signed the following statement 


N 
"SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS’ UNION 
Rip 


FEDERAL COURT BNJOINS UCAPATA Rec pial ARY 
HENDERSON LOSES . IN DOURT AUG 2 8 1939 
-AND CONVENTION U8, | 
Of Agricul 
MEMPHIS, TEMN...Judge John D. Martin in Federal Court here signed an bi 


injunction today against the United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing and 
Allied Workers of America, forbidding — from tl in the name of the 
Southern Tenant Union. 


_ The permanent injunction was granted as a “consent decree® entered | 


into between officials of the STFU and UTAPAYA. 


In the words of the court the UCAPAWA, its agents, servants and em- 
ployees are “enjoined and restrained from functioning either in person, 
by agent ar deputy, as representatives of the Southern Tenant Farmers! 


Union, or, directly or indirectly holding themseives out as sist ties for 
or in the name of STFU. 


The decree further the legally withdrew from the 
UCAPAWA, 


The consent decree followed a conference asked for by officicels of | 
UCAPAYA who wanted the case settled without a court hearing after their 


union of sharecroppers. The court. order represents 4 complete victory 


HENDERSON'S UTAPA'VA CONVENTION 


IN MEMPHIS BACKFIRES 


t 


MEMPHIS, TENN...Efforts of Donald Henderson, UCAPAVA President, to 
"take over™ the STFU backfired in his face when all the bona fide delegates 


"We, a convention. ealled by 
Donald Henderson, President of UCAPA'VA, on April 2nd in 
Wemphis, Tenn. In violation of all rules governing con- 
ventions democratically controlled, credentialed delegates 
from locals of the STFU were refused seats by Henderson 
who took cherge of the meeting and dictated everything 
thet wes done. We walked out of the convention when | 
leaders of the STFU were denied the privilege of Snewering 
charges maie against theme” | 


opened the meeting with a two hour speech which consumed 
the entire morning session devoted to an attack on H. L. Mitchell, STFU ) 
Secretary, J. R. Butler, President, and the members of the STFU Bxecutive . 
Committce. When Mitchell askod for t he floor to answer the accusations 
Henderson told him that he would be thrown out by force if he tried to 
speak. Mitchell then sonid: “How many mombers will stand by: the union? 
How mony delegates will go out with me?" At this point about 80 seated 
delegates and 15 members who had been denied seats by Henderson followed 
Mitchell out of the hall singing the union song "Ve Shall Not Be Moved®®, . 
There were just a handful of former members of the STFU left for Mr, Donald ~~ 
Henderson to carry on the formlities of a convention. At its conclusion 
Henderson left town with McKinney, Whitfield ane other former members se 


the left to "hold the bag*. 
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NATIONAL SHAREGROPPER WEK 


ATTRACTS NATIONAL INTEREST 


NEY YORK, N.Y....A series of public meetings, house parties, concerts, 
dinners, radio broadcasts and special theatrical benefits held in fifteen 
cities made National Sharecroppers'’ Yeek, March a) an event of nation- 
al importance. 


The interest this year was greater than any previous year and new cities 


were added to those participating in the event, especially in the south. 


John Rust, inventor of the cotton picker, represented the STFU on the 
Town Hall of the Air, Thursday, March 30, on the subject: "Is the South 
America's Economic Problem Number I?* The speech was broadcast from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. Other speakers on this 
program were Dr. Frank P. Graham, President of University of North Carolina 
and Senator Josiah 


Those who spoke for the STFU have returned to their work at home. They 


included: F, R. Betton, Cotton Plant, Ark.; George Smith, Rochdale, Miss. ; 
W. Me Tanner, Brinkley,Ark.; John Rust, Memphis; Howard Kester, Black - 
Mountain, N, De ‘Re Fair Oaks, Hy Memphis. 


The outstanding event of the week was a benefit cor barienes in New York 


by the world famous. sniuced. Richard Tauber. This attracted several thousand 


lovers. 


SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS’ UNION. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PLANS 


ORGANIZING CAMPAIGN 
MEMPHIS, TENN....The Executive Committee of thf Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union out an intensive organizational and educational campaign 

at meeting in Memphis, April | 


A series of mass nee tinke scheduled in each county will lead to state 
meetings wnen plans will be made to extend the organization over the 
South. These meetings will begin April 8 and constitute the observance 
of National eharecropper Week by the STFU, 


State conferences are to be held in each state where the STFU is 
organized to plan the legislative program of the Union and set up an 
effective means of carrying it outs 


The first of will ‘be held in April 25, the 
second in Missouri, April 30, and the third in Arkansas, May 6, Others 
will te held ag the STFU is organized in other states. : | 


A complete educational program has been worked out to we carried into 
every local of the STFU, according to the Sducation Program committee. 

‘The only thing holding up the actual field work is lack of funds to hire 


‘The PIE rogram consists of a ten lesson course and a manual 
for teachers. The lessons include study of the History of the STFU, 
Government programs affccting tenants and sharecroppers, lessons in 
parliamentary procedure, consumers and proqucers cooperatives, legal 
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